
As my parents planted for me, so do I plant for my children.
-  TA LMUD  SOTAH  49A  -



FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT
Mark A. Criden, Executive Director

Temple Beth Zion 
716.836.6565 or criden@tbz.org  

or 
Peter Fleischmann, President 

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies 
716.204.1133 or pfleischmann@jewishphilanthropies.org

Temple Beth Zion
700 Sweet Home Road  Buffalo, NY 14226

www.tbz.org
Sanctuary and Cofeld Museum

805 Delaware Avenue  Buffalo, New York  14209

The Rabbi Joseph and Janice Fink Society 
is being conducted in partnership with the 

Foundation for Jewish Philanthropies, 
its Legacies and Book of Life Programs,  

and Leave a Legacy of Western New York. 

HONORARY CHAIRS  
Toby F. and John M. Laping

HONORARY CO-CHAIRS
Arnold B.* and Susan Gardner       Samuel L. and Toby R. Shapiro

STEERING COMMITTEE
Orrin Tobbe and David H. Desmon, Chairs
Stuart G. Lerman     Peter Fleischmann
Rabbi Gary E. Pokras     Mark A. Criden

As the generations 
who preceded us 

provided the means 
for Torah to flourish

we must provide for those
who will succeed us.



Be a part of the 
Fink Legacy Society
and ensure the future of
Temple Beth Zion

Since its founding in 1850, Temple Beth Zion has served
as a spiritual and cultural home to thousands in Buffalo
and surrounding communities. Temple Beth Zion’s history
includes countless stories of individuals who, through their
dedication and generosity of spirit and resources, have built
and sustained it for over 160 years.

Rabbi Joseph and Janice Fink were great visionary leaders of
Temple Beth Zion. Our Legacy Society, which we have named
in their honor, reflects their belief in the strength of Temple
Beth Zion as an institution of Jewish life, of worship, of
learning, and of tikkun olam.

The Rabbi Joseph and Janice Fink Legacy Society allows us to
ensure that Temple Beth Zion will continue to be a vibrant
center of Jewish life for the community. 



Rabbi Joseph Fink

Under Rabbi Joseph Fink’s leadership, Temple Beth Zion
became the most potent Jewish force in Western New York and
one of the leading reform congregations in the United States.

Respected and admired as Temple Beth Zion’s spiritual leader,
Rabbi Fink was elected president of the Central Conference of
American Rabbis and founded the CCAR Journal. He was regarded
as an outstanding spokesman on all issues affecting the
community. Well-known to both Presidents Roosevelt and
Truman, his voice was familiar to thousands who listened to
his weekly Humanitarian Hour radio program on WBEN radio.

Rabbi Fink was perhaps best described in the commemorative
book published on the 25th anniversary of his rabbinate at TBZ:
“To say that he is the leader of Buffalo’s Jewish community is
a vast understatement; he is that and much more. Through his
unceasing efforts to build understanding among those of all
creeds, through his ubiquitous appearances before groups having
diverse faiths and purposes, through his profoundly effective
radio broadcasts, and through his extensive and intensive
participation in community affairs, Dr. Fink is to Jew and Gentile
an eminent humanitarian, a peerless ambassador of goodwill,
a great American.”

Under the brilliant leadership of Dr. Fink, Temple Beth Zion
grew substantially from 1924 until his retirement in 1958.    

The  who l e  wo rk  o f  a  b enevo l en t  
d e ed  l i e s  i n  t h e  l o ve  t ha t  i n sp i re s  i t .

-  TA LMUD  SUKKAH  49B   -



Janice Fink Denner

L’Dor VaDor

Two weeks after receiving her MA from Columbia University,
Janice Gutfreund married the young Rabbi Joseph L. Fink and
became his lifelong par tner. Mrs. Janice Fink was loved,
respected and admired not only at Temple Beth Zion but
throughout the Western New York community. 

A super volunteer and an inspiration to thousands of women
of her generation, Mrs. Fink led a life of real service. Mrs. Fink
served as the President of the Temple Beth Zion Sisterhood
and conceived, developed, and opened the first Judaica Shop
in any temple in the US. During WW II, she led weekly religious
ser vices for women with relatives in the armed forces.
Mrs. Fink served as Vice President of the Visiting Nurse’s
Association, Chair of the Commission on Mental Hygiene of
the Council of Social Agencies, and member of numerous
boards of trustees, including the Council of Church Women,
Red Cross, Chamber Music Society, Community Chest (now
United Way), VNA, Zonta International, and Erie County Mental
Health Board.  

Mrs. Fink was a lecturer much in demand before church and
community groups with hundreds of speaking engagements
and lectures relevant to Judaism and mental health. In
retirement, after the death of Rabbi Fink, she married Harry B.
Denner and was active in volunteer circles in Florida. 



A variety of ways in which 
Society members 
can leave a legacy

WILLS AND BEQUESTS
When you leave a bequest to Temple Beth Zion, you make a
generous gift without reducing your current income. After
providing for your loved ones, a bequest specifies a gift in your
will to Temple. Your gift may be for a specific dollar amount or
a percentage of the remainder of your estate. Charitable
bequests are normally deductible for estate tax purposes.

IRA OR OTHER RETIREMENT SAVINGS
Your retirement assets, such as 401(k) plans and IRAs can be
taxed heavily upon death. Naming Temple Beth Zion as one of
the beneficiaries of your retirement assets enables you to
avoid estate and income tax on those assets.



LIFE INSURANCE
When the added protection of a life insurance policy is no
longer needed, transferring the policy’s ownership to Temple
will create a valuable gift and may result in tax benefits to
you. Or you may name Temple as one of the beneficiaries of
a new or existing policy. In either case, you have created a
lasting gift.

GIFTS PRODUCING INCOME TO YOU
An increasingly popular option is the Charitable Gift Annuity,
which provides an immediate income tax deduction and
income to you for life. We would be pleased to work with you
and your financial advisors to set up an income-producing
gift to Temple. Whether it’s a Gift Annuity, Charitable Trust or
Pooled Income Fund, your gift provides Beth Zion with future
support and may provide you with current income tax and
capital gains tax savings, too.

LIFETIME GIFTS
Like many members of the Society, you might prefer to create
a legacy for future generations by making a current gift of
$1,000 or more to any of our Temple Beth Zion Endowments,
including the Rabbi Martin Goldberg Endowment Fund.  

Please consult your financial advisor before making any
changes to your estate plan.



MEMBERSHIP

Nathaniel & Nettie Abelson*
Deny H. & Aliesa Adelman
Richard* & Susan Adelman
Dr. Richard & Ree Adler
Melvin & Judith F. Alexander*
Michael & Susan Altman
Robert L.* & Peggy Altman
Dr. Richard & Esther Ament*
Peter C. & Joan Andrews
Anonymous
Daniel W. & Frances M. Barmon*
Dora Benderson
Nathan Benderson
Max & Hannah Benderson*
Randall & Lori Benderson
Ronald & Susan Benderson
Alfred M. & Beatrice P. Bergman
Gerald H. & Susan Bergman
Raymond S. & Carla S. Bernhardt, Jr.
Raymond S. & Ruth L. Bernhardt, Sr.*
Dr. Willard H. & Clarice L. Bernhoft*
Lawrence Biltekoff*
Leo & Iris Biltekoff*
Steven & Cecile Biltekoff
Dr. Brian & Margery Block
Lester H. & Anna Block*
Dr. Marvin & Lillian Block*
Dr. Robert & Margaret Blum*
David G. & Marilyn Brock
Jerome & Ruth Setel Brock*
Allen J.* & Miriam H. Brown
Abraham N. & Fannie R. Carrel*
Dr. Irwin H. Cheskin*
Dr. Robert M. & Judy Chick

Edward & Yetta Churgel*
Benjamin & Bertha Cofeld*
Edgar Cofeld*
Dr. Gary N. & Deborah Cohen
Jeremy V.* & Peggy Ullman Cohen
Lawrence & Ann Cohen
Michael & Joan Cohen 
Dr. George A.* & Ann Holland Cohn
Walter S. Colin*
Mark & Laurie Criden
Harold A. & Cecele M. Dautch*
David & Bette Davidson
Donald S. & Edythe Day
John F. Desbecker, Sr.*
David H. & Janet R. Desmon
Joseph N. & Ethel Desmon*
Harry & Rosalind Dosberg*
Paul P. & Florence M. Dosberg*
Michael F. & Wendy Dozoretz
Max L. & Jeanette Dozoretz*
Alan* & Ruth Dressler
Dr. Joseph Y. Dwoskin
Michael F. & Harriet Ellis, Jr.*
Jeanette Farber*
Arnold I. & Ruth* Fernandez
David Feuerstein
Robert P. & Eileen L. Fine
Rabbi Joseph L. Fink & 

Janice Fink Denner*
Dr. Wilbur & Janet H. Fisher*
Peter & Ilene Fleischmann
Caryl & Richard K. Fleischmann, Sr.*
Charles M.* & Bernice Fogel
Myles N.* & Barbara S. Fox

Members of the Rabbi Joseph and Janice Fink Legacy Society are
visionaries who recognize the critical role Temple Beth Zion plays in our
lives and the importance of sustaining Temple for generations to come.
In the tradition of our Jewish faith, members have shared their
blessings by remembering Temple Beth Zion in their estate plans or by
providing significant lifetime gifts to Temple Beth Zion endowments.



Leonard H. & Rose H. Frank*
Marvin & Marcia Frankel
Alan “Bud” Freedman*
Bernard R. & Barbara Freedman
Aaron & Jenny Freedman*
Sidney J. Freedman*
Robert L. & Nina Freudenheim
Janice Freudenthal*
Kenneth & Amy Friedman
Milton H. & Marjorie Friedman*
Harry Gamler*
Arnold B.* & Susan Gardner
Dr. Jeffrey & Ilene Gelber
Alvin M.* & Margot V. Glick
Hal & Anne Godshaw*
David & Susan Goldberg
Rabbi Martin L.* & Claire Goldberg
Lawrence* & Nancy Golden
Jeffrey M. & Michele Goldfarb
Byron R. & Dorothy F. Goldman*
Harold S. & Fanette Goldman*
Kitty Friedman Goldman
Edwin I. & Judith B. Goldring*
Ellen Goldstein & Mitch Flynn 
Lewis & Beatrice Gorbaty*
Richard S. & Nancy S. Gordon*
George Greenberger
John & Gail* Greenberger
Leonard A. & Caroline Greenfield*
Arthur* & Adrienne Gross
Myron & Edna Gross*
Lawrence W. & Joan Gunzberg*
Dr. Murray J.* & Barbara Hall
Ralph L. & Harriet C. Halpern
Mary K. Halpern*
Philip & Goldene Halpern*
Jeannette Handel*
Richard & Roberta Faxstein Handel
Jack* & Mildred Haniford
Martin S. & Shirley Harris
Robert C.* & Joan Hayman
Janice Healey*
Rabbi Donald Heskins
Morris & Sue Himmel
Richard L. & Lynn Hirsch
Dr. Sanford R. & Beth L. Hoffman
Henry & Regina Holland*
Eli Honig & miriam treger
Alvin & Ellen E. Hyman*
John & Sharon Jacobowitz*
Arnold & Ruth S. Jacobowitz*

Simon & Clarice Jacobs*
Susan Jacobson
Arthur & Judith Judelsohn
Dr. Milton E.* & Ruth H. Kahn
Meyer & Sylvia Kahn*
Ted Kahn & Eva Posener
Edward H. & Irene Kavinoky*
Johanna Klugman*
Jacky & Eliane Knopp
Beatrice J. Kohn*
Leon & Cindy Komm
Irving* & Betty Korn
William & Dora Korn*
Dr. Joseph & Frieda K. Kriegler*
Irwin Kriegler*
Joseph Kriegler*
Dr. Samuel & Suellen Kriegler
John M. & Toby F. Laping
Dr. Louis & Marjorie Lazar
Dr. Melbourne H. Lent*
Evelyn Lenzner
Stuart & Harriett Lerman
Isabel Levitan*
Nettie Levitan*
Larry & Sharon Levite
Dr. Harold J. & Arlyne Levy
Jordan & Holly Levy
Stewart M. & Faye S. Levy
Arthur E. & Babbette Lewin*
Martin & Elizabeth Lewin
Allan M. & Dana R. Lewis
Michael & Lori Lewkowicz
Gary & Marsha Lichtman
Edward* & Celia Linder
Allan & Leah Lipman
Eric & Lilo Loeb*
Arthur & Wendee Lorbeer 
Eugene & Nancy Mahaney
Loraine Malbin*
Alexander Maten*
Dr. Raymond & Evelyn Meyers*
Robert & Sharon Miller
Alan R. & Barbara Mollot
Julian L. S.* & Sandra G. Morrison
Richard S. & Lynn Moschel
Dr. Dennis A. & Susan Nadler
Stephen M. & Gayle M. Newman
Sanford M. & Margery S. Nobel
Victor & Sylvia R. Nover*
Dr. Benjamin E. & Lila Obletz*
Dr. Mitchell & Edith Oestreich*



Harvey N. & Florence J. Olenberg*
James W. & Betty Oppenheimer, Sr.*
J. Lawrence & Pearl B. Osborne*
Jennifer Patrick
Family of Pauline Pierce
Rabbi Gary E. & Shauna Pokras 
Hyman B. & Rona Polakoff
Edwin & Georgina F. Polokoff
Morris R.* & Marian Poummit
Igor & Ethel Prince*
Lauren D. & Jean K. Rachlin
Benjamin & Helen Ravin*
Arnold & Terri Rickler*
Steven A.* & Sandra B. Rifkin
Dr. Meyer H. & Ann S. Riwchun*
Dr. Gloria L. & Daniel A. Roblin, Jr.*
Charlotte H. Roeder*
Louis G. & Pauline J. Rogers
Richard A. & Judith B. Romer
Mark E. & Judy Rosen
Nathan D.* & Sylvia L. Rosen
Bernard & Nacha Rosenberg
Dr. Gerald & Dorothy Rosenfelder*
Howard & Valerie Rosenhoch
Mollie Milch Roth
Beatrice Rothschild*
Laurence Rubin & Debra Chernoff
Samuel* & Fern Rudolph
Harold L. & Louise Ruslander*
Kalman Ruttenstein*
Maxwell A. & Rose K. Ruttenstein*
Willard & Karen Saperston
Alfred M. & Josephine L. Saperston*
Irving L. W. & Edith Saperston*
Howard T. & Nan B. Saperston, Sr.*
Ethel E. Sarles*
Ida Sarles*
Evelyn Schechter*
S. Robert* & Doris Scheur
Seymour & Janice Schuller*
Viola Seeman*
Andrew & Amy Marks Shaevel
Morton and Elinor Shaevel
Samuel L. & Toby R. Shapiro 
Dr. Samuel & Joan Ellis Shatkin*
Dr. Sam & Joni Shatkin, Jr.
Donald P. & Sandra Sheldon
Jerry* & Marilyn Shine
Alec & Mildred Shulimson*
Esther W. Siegel*
Robert S. & Mary Anne Silkes
Dr. Bruce & Dr. Teresa Small

Ben Smith*
Ruth Snitzer*
Samuel W. Snitzer*
Sylvia Snitzer*
Barry & Louise Snyder
Peter & Suzie Rivo Solender
Dr. Henry & Jeanne Spiller*
Nathan & Arlene Steinhart
The Honorable Norman A. & 

Eleanor B. Stiller*
Herman & Peggy Stone
E. Jay Stopper
Haskell I.* & Ruth Kahn Stovroff
Morton H.* & Joan C. Stovroff
James I. Stovroff*
Ruth Sugarman*
Melvin & Linda Sunshine
Robert O. & Bikki* Swados
Maurice & Miriam Tabor*
Maurice & Dorothy Tanenbaum*
Al & Luba Taylorson*
Aleksandra J. Thon
Orrin D. & Noreen Tobbe
Gertrude S. Victor*
Charles & Blanche Wallens*
Herbert & Gloria Wallens*
Dorothy Warner-Sacks*
Gene & Ellen Warner
Dr. Robert & Nancy S. Warner*
Gertrude Watters*
Hadley A. & Dr. Ellen Weinberg
Michael & Julie Weinberg
Paul L.* & Margit Weinmann
Norman C. & Carole Weingarten
Dr. Ilja & Pamela Weinrieb
Arnold J.* & Helen Weintraub
Melford* & Maxine Weissman
Dr. Philip B. & Elayne G. Wels*
Ida Z. Welt*
Clarence S. & Trudy Wertheimer*
David & Sidonie Wile*
Ronald* & Sharon Winer
Douglas* & Miriam Winokur
Wayne D. & Janet K. Wisbaum
Daniel Wolfberg*
Harry & Shirley Zax*
J. Milton* & Amy M. Zeckhauser
Howard A. & Leslie H. Zemsky
Sam & Shirley* Zemsky
Jeffrey & Robyn Zimmer

*INDICATES DECEASED DONOR
MEMBERS AS OF FEBRUARY 1, 2012



Show your support for 
Temple Beth Zion

Join the 
Rabbi Joseph and Janice Fink Society

Becoming a member of the Rabbi Joseph and Janice Fink Society
couldn’t be simpler. It requires only a current gift of $1000 or more to
Temple Endowments or an indication of intent to create a financial legacy
of $1000 or more for Temple. Membership may be public or anonymous.

Society members receive a personal memento commemorating their
decision, are given personal invitations to attend special Fink Society
events and celebrations, and are listed, if they wish, in TBZ publications.

❏ I (We) have remembered Temple Beth Zion in my estate plan. 

❏ Please list me/us as a member. 

❏ Please send me more information. 

❏ I would like to more information on ways to include Temple Beth Zion 
in my estate plan. Please have someone contact me.

PHONE

EMAIL

BEST TIME TO CALL

ADDRESS

NAME

Please return to:
Mark A. Criden, Executive Director
Temple Beth Zion
700 Sweet Home Road
Buffalo, NY  14226



OUR MISSION STATEMENT

Imbued with the core values of Reform Judaism, 

members of Temple Beth Zion Community aspire:

To welcome openly all who seek to join in Jewish spirit 

and congregation as they experience and 

share the changing stages of their lives.

To lead, through personal and public experience, 

toward a basic sense of oneness with God, 

oneness with our extended Temple family, 

and oneness with the community at large.

To foster through the dream of Israel an 

ever-deepening affiliation with Jews across the 

boundaries of territory, time, and tradition.

To nurture inwardness and transcendence through 

study, song, silence, and spoken prayer.

To teach mindfulness, caring, ethical judgment, 

and the meaning of being Jewish through Torah 

and Mitzvot; accordingly, to encourage each of us to 

fulfill our role in Tikkun Olam, in healing the world.

A MEMBER OF THE UNION FOR REFORM JUDAISM


