


Sisterhood of Zion
Daughters of the Star

Annual Report of Sisterhood of Zion and Daughters of the Star
of Buffalo, NY for 1891-'92 includes the Constitution of The
Sisterhood of Zion and membership list.

President’s remarks (Clara Desbecker Weill) indicate that the
work of the Sisterhood divided into two distinct branches:
philanthropic and social.

The philanthropic (and educational) work done by the active
workers of the Sisterhood was known as the “Order of the
Daughters of the Star” which had its own general chairman.

Rabbi Israel Aaron formed the group by calling a meeting in the
Assembly Rooms of the Temple on Thursday afternoon, April
16, 1891. The organization initially had 52 members.

The first annual general meeting held on Sept. 30, 189.



Sisterhood of Zion
Daughters of the Star

Primarily formed by wives of prosperous German
merchants.

Came together to help less fortunate Russian Jews
fleeing pogroms.

Bought a building on Buffalo’s east side to use to teach
the American way of life.

Eventually paid off the mortgage to that building.
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Chronology

April 16, 1891 - 1%t meeting of The Sisterhood of Zion
called by Rabbi Israel Aaron ; Mrs. Alphonse Weill
was the first president.

March 6, 1910 - 1%t meeting of Women’s Temple
Society called by Rabbi Israel Aaron.; annual dues
were 50 cents; Mrs. Edward Warner was the first
president.

Jan 21, 1913 - Union of American Hebrew
Congregations asked women attending the
convention to form the National Federation of
Temple Sisterhoods (NFTS) - TBZ was a Founding
Chapter.



Women's Temple Society
Minutes of First Meeting - Sunday, March 6, 1910
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Minutes of Second Meeting
March 20, 1910
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Some interesting items in Archives

Small, lined book measures 8 7/16” x 6 4” x 14”, black cover is torn
around edges, some pages have separated from the binding but are
in good condition. Contains minutes of first meeting of the
Women'’s Temple Society on Sunday, Mar 6, 1910. Contains
meeting minutes through Wed., May 3, 1912. Also ledger of
expenditures, dues and copy of constitution.

Larger, bound ledger used as a scrap book, measures 10” x 8 12" x 1
%4”; black cover with red spine and corners; gold seal inside front
cover reads “Besslers, Inc. 584 Main Street Buffalo, NY” with an
embossed buffalo logo. Paper label on cover reads “Women’s
Temple Society, Buffalo, NY, 1919-1923, Mrs. Henry Nathan, Pres.”
Book appears to have belonged to Mrs. Nathan and contains
personal correspondence written to her during her term as
president.




[tems in Archives

Newspaper article dated Feb 6, 1920 entitled “Espousal of
Radical Doctrines by Woman Lecturer Stirs Hearers to Great
Indignation: Rabbi Kopald in Defense of the Speaker.”

Multiple event programs, menus and newspaper clippings.

Remarks offered as a memorial following the death of Rabbi
Kopald.

Program of the activities of the Americanization Committee,
which worked with immigrant women and children in Buffalo.

Program of 27" council of the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations and the 4" Assembly of the National Federation
of Temple Sisterhoods, Buffalo, NY May 23-26, 1921. Includes
Mrs. Nathan's delegate ribbon, event tickets, etc.
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. About Strange Lands and People
. Curious Story
. Catch me if you can!
. Entreati &uld
Contentedness
Important Event

j Drum:ln_'g

b l'l'ﬂ.l

X TL Knight of the Hobby-horse
.\lmm too Serious

; u."ﬂd F.um. Af'leep
; Msss ANITA FRANK

The Fim Primrose
Across the Hills.

MRS, MARGARET ADSIT BARRELL

(a) To the Sea z
Cradle Song
b) Nocturne—Op. 15, No. 2
¢ Polonaise—Op, 53
M55 ANITA FRANK

Anita Frank

Chopin

S isterhood of Zion
T T B ey

TUESDAY ®* MAY FIETH % 1903

Azgsgemd

I VoeatDuxrr . . . e e vl w o  Selecied
Miss Harris Conn, MR, EDGAR WEILL,

2 Mowowogue . . . . . . . . “The Pudding"
Miss AxTomeran Koun

“BhHe Scapegrace,” a cousin to All
A COMEDIRTTA 1IN ONE ACT (TiMu: FEesest.)

Mrs. Pomerov DonGe (of Newport)........Mrs. Eli D, Hofeller
Grapys Quiney  (Her Boston Ni . Mabel Altman
Nixa Crosay ( ' New York ) cooivis. . Elsie Loeser
Mavn Lawrtox ( ** Phila “ diveen .. Blanche Ullman
Etnel Davies  ( ** Chicago o Bertha Wile
AvLive DEVALence( ** Freach : .+ Irma Rosenheim
EL1oT CHamexey ( ** Nephew) Hugo Wittman

Ermnsore Praxo kindly laased by @
Purniture kindly loaned by Hensns & ©
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Child Srudy Class

CLASS i be organized for those in rerested, on Tues
day, December Seh, 1922, at 2- 30 o'clock, by Mrs. Sidonie € jruenberi,
e-president of the National Federation for CHILD STUDY,

CrHiLp STUDY will

of New ¥ ke Chty, VIC
§ Her Subject will be “Problems of € “hildhood ,
problems and their modern aspect”. and Youcl

y = the age old

Minnie K. Levi, Fin. Sex
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CHARACTERS
Allen Morris
Rttt yardeley Jeroane Kine
Lok Harlow
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MRS. MEYER H. RIWCHUN

Every organization is the lengthened shadow
of its leader. The work of the organization
reveals the loyalty, enthusiasm, and imagina-
tion of the persan who occupies the position of
president
1949-1950

Mrs. Meyer Riwchun has served as president
of our Sisterhood for nearly four yeors, and in
that time, Sisterhood’s ever widening scope of
service has indeed been the reflection of her
inspiring leadership. With the impetus and
stimulation which Mrs. Riwchun has supplied, we
os devoted assistants have striven to serve our
organization, our Temple, and our community,
ofter the pattern she has so beautifully set.




Committees - 19049

» Uniongram » Rummage Sale

 Publicity » Library

» Ways and Means » Religion

* Notices * Youth Activities

» Cookbook » Sunday School

* Volunteer Office Force » Foster Children

¢ Judaica Shop > Membership

* Addressograph > Workshop - sews aprons,

» Children’s Dancing Class layettes, etc. for charities

» Peace & World Relations ~ © Programs

> Budget * Inter-Organization
Activities

o Interfaith
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Committees (continued)

Special Events
Canteen - caters Sisterhood and Men’s Club events.

Dining Room - sets tables, cooks and serves monthly
Men’s Club meetings.

House - fundraises, furnishes, and decorates Temple.
Hospitality — hostesses at Temple affairs.

Alter Flowers

Social Correspondence

Service to the Sightless

Volunteer Service of the Veterans Hospital

17






50" Anniversary Celebration Program

The Presidents of Sisterhood

Mrs. Edward Warmer? Menu
Mre. Inrael Aaton®
Mrs. J. G. Joseph
Mrs, Lean Watters
Mz, Chacles Bock
Mex. Trving Block, Sr*
Mrs. Max Lewis

Mrs. Stanley Falk
Mrs. Joseph T., Fink | Rolls Bastrer
Mes. Sidney 8, Wallens

Sherry Wine
Chicken a la King in Patty Shell

Fruit Shechert Tossed Salad

Mes. Sol G. Lewy Birthday Cake

Mrs. [, Bernazd Simon
Mis. Fmanuel Flirsch
r‘r':i'ﬂ. !‘-'TL"IJ e H F.i‘.'.'l:lluh

bles, Elmer 1. Levy

Coffee Tea

Mrs. Benjamin E. Obleee
Mrs. Jacob Frochtbaum

Mrs. Trving Hyman

*Decensed



Sample info from 1960's

Minutes of opening board meeting of 1960 season; 922
members.

Newly formed Suburban Nursery School has a maximum
capacity of 25 students. (Sep 20, 1960).

Total budget for 1960-1961 is $14,800.

Book review on Dec 20, 1960 will be “Goodbye Columbus” by
Philip Roth.

Dancing school for the 6th and 7th grades had 199 students.

Sisterhood annual report, May 9, 1961; contains extensive
committee reports.

Note from Blanche Levy, Social Secretary to the president
indicating that she had written 353 notes; many were notes of
thanks after the temple burned (Apr 2, 1962).
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Sisterhood ",
Of Beth Zion
To Be Honored
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Sisterhood pledges $100,000 to new
building for Chapel

: ay
the Sisterhood Chapel at the new femp!
“Barker. and Ilelawaie. The checrk

Revﬁe. to Boust Chapel. Fund
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Sisterhood Succeeds at everything it puts
its mind to:

Sisterhood to serve as guides of the new building during
the dedication of the new building on Apr 19-23, 1967.

Sisterhood raised $300 to adopt three Soviet Jewry
families.

Program for the dedication of the Ark curtain in the
Sisterhood Chapel at TBZ on Jan 17, 1975. The artist was
Harvey Breverman, a professor of art at the University at
Buffalo. Sisterhood women did the actual needlework to
produce the curtain.

Sisterhood Sabbath
Annual Candlelight Ball
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7o Anniversary

TEMPLE BETH 210N SABBATH
SERVICE HONORING S1STERHO0D' s
TOTH ANIVERSARY

Friday Evening April &, 1980

Rabbi Hartin L. Goldbarg
Rabbi Stephen A. Karol
Hichaal Burke, Choir Director &
Organist
Dr. Jdom] N, Bernstein, Cantorial
Soloist

24



ORDER OF SERVICE

Shabbat Candle Lighting, pg. 152 Joan Shatkin
President, Temple Beth
Zion

Raaders:=
Ruth Rachman = Wice President of Sisterhood

Horma Davis - Past President of Sisterhood
Member, Executive Board District #3

of Temple !r_htnarh}nads

Patricia Greenky = Script writer with Hallle Block

Lila Obletz - Past President of Sisterhood
Past member Executive Board of
M.F.T.5.

pda Levy - Past President of Sisterhood

Ruth Fruchtbaum - Past President of Sisterhood
Pact President District #3,
of Témple Sisterhoods
Past member of Executive Board
of H.F.T.5.

Introduction of Speaker - Shirley Lasser,
President, Temple Bath Zion -
Sisterhood
SERMON

" JUDITH HERTI
President, District #3 Temple Sistenhoods

Anthem
Adoration Kaddish Renediction

Chairman of Oneg Shabbat:-Lydia Shapliro, Vice
President of Sisterhood

Chairman of Sisterhood Anniversary Sabbath:-
Bermice Cohen, Past President
af Sisterhood.

Foflouing senvices thene will be an Oneg Shabbat
in the Rabbi Joseph L. Fink Auditorium sponsored
by Sistenhood. AEL are mpst condiafly dnvited

CALENDAR
Mon. April 7 == 10:30 Last day Passover, Yizkor
Hemorial Service.

Fri. Apr. 11 == 12 noon Sisterhood Donors Luncheson
featuring Bess Meyerson.

Apr. 11=13 -- ¥.P.5. Debate Weekend

Sun. fipr. 13 == 2:30 A.M. Achim Discussion Group
L] " 1 P.H. Yom Hashoah Observance at
Amherst Jewish Centar.

Mon. fpr. 14 == 12:15 P.M. Dr. Goldberg's Luncheon
Srudy Broup.

- i o —— - e e

May 4 == Walk-A-Thon for lsrael

May 17 -- Young Homen's Group Goods & Sarvices
: Auction. Call Sus Altman 638-8264 or
1 e F




Young Women's Group - 1974-1983

In Sept 1973, the Young Women’s Group of Temple
Beth Zion was founded with it’s own Constitution and
By-Laws.

Letter sent to Rabbi Goldberg, indicating that the
group had formed and was comprised of women who
primarily lived near the Suburban Building of TBZ
(dated Dec 13, 1973).

Formed to attract younger women and to “enable
them to strengthen their Jewish identity.”

Memorandum of Agreement to merge with
Sisterhood in 1983.
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Young Women's Group Activities

Goods & Services Auction

Family Chanukah Party

Baking for Oneg Shabbats

Delivering Welcome Baskets to new members of TBZ
Assists in planning Consecration

Sock Hop

Bake Sale

CPR course

Speaker luncheons

27



Service to the Sightless — 1930's-2001

Formed under the auspices of Sisterhood, but a
separate entity with its own by-laws.

Started to provide Braille transcription.

Fundraising donations to countless international,
national and local organizations providing assistance
to the blind and near-blind.

Reading for the blind, visiting and entertainment.

Awards to students at the NYS School for the Blind in
Batavia.

Braille Bridge Day fundraiser.
Cradle Beach.

28



é?uut contribution to the ﬁuﬂﬁlt State Bospital's Yolunteer
Proaram ig deeply appreciated. This atward certificate is
being presented as a lasting momento of our gratitube.

B
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2
=
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i
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Uounty of Erie

@ffire of Cmumty Executive

PROCLAMATION

The Service to the Sightless Group of Temple Beth Zion Sister-
hood will hold its annual fundraising dessert luncheon on Tuesday
May 20, 1975 at the temple; and

the Service to the Sightless Group started out in 1933 as a
Braillest group for th:2 blind and expanded in 1946 to do not onl
brailling, but also community service work; and

programs for the sightless carried on throughout the year include
visiting and reading in hospitals, private homes and Rosa Coplon
Home, chauffering, and arranging for picnics, holiday parties and
educational tours; and

additional activities are carried out throughout the year in the

form of services and financial support to many blind organizatio
and

WHEREAS, these services are provided by group members in Buffalo, Batavia
and Gowanda;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, EDWARD V. REGAN, Erie County Executive, do hereby procla
the week of May 18, 1975 as

"SISTERHOOD OF TEMPLE BETH ZION SERVICE TO THE SIGHTLESS WEEK"

in Erie County and commend the members of this group for their o
standing generosity of time, effort, and financial support direc

toward making life more pleasant for those citizens hampered by a
sight loss.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I hj
be affixed Seal of 4
Erie this ¥ day of /
1975.
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Archives

On July 31,1989 , Irene Goldberg and Ruth Fernandez sent
a letter to past presidents asking them to donate their
papers to the Temple Archives.

A form was sent to the past presidents from the Archives
committee which asked a series of historical questions.

Hannah Falk states, “I am not sure these dates are correct;
after 55 years, I guess [ am entitled to forget. It was a year
that I enjoyed immensely...” Temple records show she
served 1932-1933.

Today, the Archives preserves material from 14 past TBZ
Sisterhood Presidents.
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Sisterhood Presidents - 1891-1977

L]

L]

]

L

1891-1910 CLARA WEILL
1910-16 MATILDA WARNER
1916-19 EMMA AARON
1919-24 GERTRUDE W. NATHAN
1924-27 STELLA BOCK
1927-28 LUCILLE BLOCK
1928-32 PAULINE LEWIS
1932-33 HANNAH FALK
1933-34 JANICE FINK

1935-37 MILDRED WALLENS
1938-41 BLANCHE LEVY
1941-43 DOROTHY SIMON
1943-46 HELEN HIRSCH
1946-48 ANNE RIWCHUN

]

1948-54 MILDRED LEVY
1954-56 LILA OBLETZ
1956-58 RUTH FRUCHTBAUM
1958-60 IRMA HYMAN
1960-62 MIRIAM TABANKIN
1962-64 EVELYN GERSTMAN
1964-66 BABBETTE LEWIN
1966-68 ARLENE ARBESMAN
1968-70 ADA LEVY

1970-72 RUTH SETTERS
1972-74 STELLA ZIFF

1974-76 LOIS ROSENTHAL
1976-77 BERNICE COHEN

32



Sisterhood Presidents - 1977-2011

* 1977-79 NORMA DAVIS * 1997-99 SUSAN BRUCKHEIMER

- 1979-81 SHIRLEY LASSER CLAREANNE SILVER

» 1981-83 RUTH RACHMAN * 1999-2001 ELAINE KLEIN
ROBIN ROSENBLAT

- 1983-86 RUTH FERNANDEZ

+ 1986-88 NANCY BORINS e e

- 1988-89 LYNN SOLOMON * 2004-05 ELNORA BALSER
HELEN WEINTRAUB SUSAN BRUCKHEIMER

* 1989-91 MYRA FALK ® 2005-07 SUSAN BRUCKHEIMER
PAULINE ROGERS * 2007-09 SUZIE SOLENDER
MAXINE WEISSMAN LAURIE DZIOMBA

* 1992-94 RUTH FERNANDEZ + 2009-1 SHARON WINER
CECILE TEGLER KAAREN NORMAN

* 1994-97 HALLI GLINA

DIANE LYONS 3






	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34

